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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Once again VicRail has suffered at the hands of someone 
apparently interested in railways. Not long back a nameplate 
was stolen from B60. It was eventually quietly returned. 

Now the electric staff instruments (and staffs) have been 

stolen from Wal Wal on the Western line, and from Maldon 
Junction. This caused disruption to the railway. No-one but a 

person interested in railways is likely to have wanted this item. 
Not unnaturally, ‘‘those railway enthusiasts’ are presently 
viewed with disfavour in the Ararat district. 

The removal of the instrument — as earlier of the nameplate 
— is theft: theft is a serious criminal offence. This anti-social 
and unlawful behaviour should and must be condemned by all 
true railway enthusiasts, and despite the Australian reluctance 
to ‘dob-in’ an offender any information should be passed to one 
of the Societies. The A.R.H.S. will expel any member found to 


be involved in such actions. Further anyone chasing coverage of 


VicRail activities at present should take care to obtain the 
necessary permission. 

Interference with the operations of the railway, or with its 
equipment, should be prevented by all means open to us. We 
invite our readers to join us in damming the foolish, selfish 
perpetrators of this idiocy. 


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all 
our readers. 


Front Cover: 42214 idles at Dynon loco after running 
through from Sydney for the first time on 26.10.81. B64 


in the new tangerine and silver colour scheme looks on. 
| (David Richards) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 


May - April — $12.00 
November - April — $6.00 


Eleven issues yearly - Jan./Feb. combined. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 

‘Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway 
happenings and related items. Opinions expressed in 
-Newsrail are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its 
members. Material published in Newsrail may be reprinted 
with acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. 
ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: T367 arrives at Creswick towing 84RM 
while 33RM-54MT wait with the 11.05 am Ballarat - 
Donald, which 84RM should have run. It became totally 
disabled near North Creswick while running the 7.40 am 
Donald - Ballarat on Sat.25.3.78. 


Opposite below: 90RM-89RM and 10RM wait in No.2 
road at Melton on the 12.40 pm Spencer St - Ballarat, 
while 84RM on the 12.05 pm Ballarat - Spencer St (ex 
Donald) arrives into the platform. Sat.20.12.75. (Both 
photos John Dare) 
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We would like to thank all who have contributed to this 
issue and look forward to your support in the future. All 
articles, items and photos are acknowledged at the bottom. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS (see p.306) 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 

include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the Adver- 
tising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Crt, Wonga 
Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertisements is the 15th of 
each month. 
Charges: A minimum of $2.00 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If more 
than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 30 cents per line 
applies. 
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Walker Railcars 


Walker railcars ran in revenue service for the Victorian 
Railways between 15th March, 1948 and Ist April, 1981. 
With their introduction, the mixed trains and AEC rail- 
motors vanished; now the Walkers have gone, and so too 
have the branch line services. 

The first Walker started running Wallan - Heathcote on 
15 March 1948. This was a result of Operation Phoenix, a 
multi-million dollar/pound programme to restore the VR 
from its state of neglect arising from WW2. Although 
much of the planned work in Operation Phoenix never came 
to fruition, the Walkers were one thing that did. In 
addition to N, J and R class locos (and X locos which were 
never built), new suburban and country passenger cars and 
suburban track multiplication, three types of Walker railcar 
were ordered. Twelve 102hp type, six 153 hp type and 
twelve 280 hp type were ordered, together with six trailers 
for the 153. The order for the 153s was later extended by 
nine, with extra trailers to suit. Table 1 below gives the 
basic statistics of the various types. 


Type 102 hp 153 hp 280 hp Trailer 
Power Unit Nos. 1-12RM 20-35RM 80-91RM 50-64MT 
Pass. Unit Nos. 101-112 220-234 880A-891A - 
880B-891B 

Capacity, Pass. 

Ist 18* 18* 38* 16* 

2nd 22* 22* 56* 22* 
Capacity, Van 2 tons* 2 tons* 2x 1 ton 2 tons 
Engines “Gardner” = “*Gardner’* 2x “Gardner”> — 

6LW,102hp 6L3,153hp 8LW,ea. 140hp — 

Tractive Effort 2969 Ib. 4130 Ib. 6285 Ib. - 
Driving Wheels (No.) 2 2 4 - 
Max. speed 45 mph 50 mph 60 mph 50 mph 
Length overall 54 ft 44 in 56 ft 4% in 121 ft 8% in 44 ft 1% 
Width overall 9 ft Oin 9ftOin 9 ft 6in 9ftOin 
Fuel capacity 40 gal 40 gal 2 x 50 gal - 
Loaded tonnage 24 tons 27+ tons 55 tons 17 tons 


*Capacity: The 280s had two pass. units and the 153s one pass. unit, with five 
extra seats in the 2nd class section reducing van size and capacity to 20 cwt. 
Trailer No.55 was all 2nd class, seating 38. The 153 unit with small van was given 
a weight of 26 tons(+). 

It will be noted in the table above that there was, in each 
class, one too many power units for the number of 
passenger units. This allowed for one power unit to be 
under overhaul at any time, and meant that the power 
units did not stay with their original passenger units, and 
were freely swapped around. First class 280 passenger units 
carried the suffix ‘‘A’’ and second class units the suffix 
‘*B’’, A small plate, identifying the passenger unit appeared 
on the passenger/driver door on the No.2 end cab (on the 
cabside). 


CONSTRUCTION 

The power units were constructed by the Walker Rail 
Car Co., Wigan, England, and then shipped to Victoria. 
The bodies, of composite steel/wood frames and alumin- 
ium sheathing screwed to the frames, were built by Martin 
& King Pty. Ltd., Victoria. The finished products were 
assembled and fitted out at Newport Workshops. Dates of 
entry into service (except for the extended order of 153s 
and trailers, which are unavailable) are shown below. 


IRM: 15.3.48 20RM: 27.7.48 86RM: 5.7.51 
2RM: 21.4.48 21RM: 18.10.48 87RM: 3.8.51 
3RM: 24.4.48 22RM: 15.11.48 88RM: 7.9.51 
4RM: 15.2.49 23RM: 20.12.48 89RM: 25.10.51 
SRM: 6.6.49 24RM: 23.3.49 9ORM: 13.12.51 
6RM: 7.7.49 25RM: 17.5.49 9IRM: 30.5.51 
7RM: 23.7.49 80RM: 6.6.50 SOMT: 18.10.48 
8RM: 1.10.49 81RM: 21.8.50 SIMT: 3.12.48 
ORM: 14.10.49 82RM: 12.12.50 S2MT: 25.2.49 
IORM: 22.11.49 83RM: = 2.2.51 S3MT: 24.6.49 
1IRM: 14.1.50 84RM: 21.3.51 S4MT: 8.7.49 
12RM: 10.2.50 85RM: 23.5.5] SSMT: 29.7.49 


The rest of the 153s and trailers were delivered by the 
end of 1953. The trailers were mainly used behind the 
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153s, as 102s were not normally permitted to haul trailers. 
The Walkers were only designed for a short life, and as 
such, were of light construction. In fact, construction was 
so light that rebuilds were necessary by 1954 on most of 
the power units, the first of several such reconstructions. It 
would be interesting to know what plans the VR had about 
1950 for longterm secondary passenger services. Despite 
the need for rebuilds, the VR were proud of their new 
diesels, and gave this description of the railcars in May, 
1954 (at that time only 102s, 153s and trailers): 
Because the design of the railcar makes provision for a separate 
power unit compartment, passengers are not disturbed by engine 
noise. Varied colour schemes have been adopted for the diesels. 
Some have ivory ceilings, green below the belt rail, fawn quarter 
panels and brown leather upholstery. Other cars have blue ceil- 
ings with brown below the belt rail and brown leather seats. Each 
car is equipped with water tanks, which supply water for drinking 
or washing purposes. There are lavatory facilities and ample 
room is provided for passenger luggage in wire mesh racks. 


Newspaper reports after the first 280 had run were quite 
amazing, when we consider the unkept, draughty and 
rough-riding Walkers we have been used to. The Argus 
stated: ‘‘The Victorian Railways yesterday replied to the 
challenge of air and road transport with the new 60 mph 
streamlined Diesel Rail-car. Points which pleased passen- 
gers were the luxurious aircraft-type, adjustable seats, a 
specially warmed carriage, plenty of non-draught windows, 
fluorescent lighting and no engine vibration”’. 

The Age also had its say: ‘‘Phoenix, the legendary bird 
given new symbolic existence as the mascot of the railways 
£80,000,000 rehabilitation scheme fluttered its wings over 
part of the north-eastern line. The blue and silver diesel 
aroused much interest as it flashed through wayside 
stations on the run from Melbourne to Seymour and 
back”’. 


As can be gathered from the foregoing, the Walkers, 
when new, were painted blue and silver, in much the same 
way as they were painted in later days except for the VR 
emblems on the front and sides and the silver roof. After 
the advent of the B class diesel electrics the colours were 
changed to blue and gold, the gold replacing the silver. The 
silver, later gold, roof showed dirt very badly, so the roofs 
were then painted blue. The livery was simplified, losing 
the VR emblems. At various times some of the Walkers 
carried different types of fluorescent orange striping to 
improve visibility. In the 1950s thin orange stripes were 
applied to the sides, but in the 1960s a wide orange stripe 
was carried just below window level. By 1968 such stripes 
were being removed. The railcars carried water tanks 
under the floor and an air pressurised system was used to 
force the water up to the various taps and outlets. With 
light construction and underframes, the Walkers could not 
carry heavy auto-couplers (nor buffers for screw-couplers), 
so a non-standard link and pin coupler was used. The Gen- 
eral Appendix was altered to give instructions on how to tow 
Walkers with other types of motive power, utilising a drag 
chain. When towed, a Walker ran unbraked, as braking 
systems were not compatible. The electrical system is the 
usual VR country 24v dc. The 102s, 153s and trailers were 
lit with normal 20w light globes. However, in what was 
probably the earliest application on the VR, fluorescent 
lights were used in the 280s. The trailers drew headend 
power from the towing railcar, utilising jumper cables, and 
as such never had axle driven generators. All but two also 
had no batteries. Nos. 54 and S6MT are the two believed 
to have had batteries. (Power to charge these was still from 
the railcar). 

While the 280’s had provision for the installation of 
multiple unit control, it was never fitted. When double- 
heading Walkers, each unit had its own driver. During the 
1960s, the original reflector-type headlights were replaced 
with twin sealed-beam headlights. The 280s also had their 
single ait-horn replaced by twin horns (at each end). 
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Under 
Construction 
and Repair 


Lightweight aluminium car bodies 
for 280s under construction at Mar- 
tin and King’s factory, June 1954. 
(VR: M1846) 


Building the centre power section of 
a 280 at Martin and King’s in 1950. 
(VR: M1848) 


Three 102 hp Walker DRC driver’s 
cabs (engine end) detached from the 
main car body at Newport Work- 
shops. (D G Potts) 
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Above: New 280 hp passing through Spencer St on a test 


CHA NGING COL OURS run, May 1950, with a silver roof line. (VR: L 1707) 


Below: 280 hp with yellow roof line near Wandong, 1.10.50. 
(VR: M6061) 
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Above: 280 hp with experimental orange front and side lining for improved sighting in a bid to reduce level- 
crossing accidents. Note the winged VR crest adapted from the Spirit of Progress affixed to the front and sides 
of the DRCs in earlier days of operation. (VR: RS1044). 


Below: 280 hp with trailer with blue roof near Laverton, 23.10.69. (VR: PR40570) 


With body sides and roof removed, a fitter works on a 280 hp twin engine set undergoing repairs at Newport 
Workshops. (VR: M18435). 


NEWSRAIL 


The controls of 280 hp, No.89RM, showing the simple but effective equipment. (Neville Saxby) 


The interior of 89RM showing the spacious and comfortable Another view of the engineroom of a 280 hp car, showing the 
seating arrangements. (Neville Saxby) setup of the two engines. (Neville Saxby) 
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SERVICES RUN 


The first line to be serviced by a Walker railcar was the 
Wallan - Heathcote route, when, on 15 March 1948, 102 hp 
1RM commenced operation. The first 153 hp was used on 
the Melbourne - Daylesford service. This line received the 
first 280 also, replacing the 153. 

When the Walkers were introduced a number of lines 
received a vastly improved passenger service, which was in 
some cases only short lived. Some examples: 


Line Railcar Period 

Seymour - Rushworth 102 1.8.48 to 14.1.56 

Seymour - Girgaree 102 1.8.48 to 30.7.52 

Numurkah - Picola 102 13.9.49 to 21.10.51 
(Replaced by Leyland 
railcar.) 

Shepparton - Katamatite 102 13.9.49-to 1.5.53 
(Except 1.11 to 17.11.52 
when cut back to Dookie.) 

Wodonga - Tallangatta 102 10.10.49 to 2.10.61 

Dimboola - Rainbow 102 4.5.53 to 1.2.54 

Piangil - Yungera 102 2.12.53 to 3.9.54 

Hamilton - Casterton 102 15.5.54 to 31.7.56 


By 1961-2 the services had settled down into a pattern 
that was going to last for a long time. The Eastern District 
Working Time Table of 7.8.61, the Western and South 
Western of 25.9.61, the Northern and Midland of 11.9.63 
and the North Eastern of 16.4.62 detailed the following 
services, all of which were scheduled to be run by Walkers: 


34RM: Newport Workshops 

35RM: Scrapped 

80RM: Melbourne 

81RM: Newport Workshops 

82RM: Ballarat North 
Workshops 

83RM: Newport Workshops 

84RM: Melbourne 

85RM: Newport 
(Werribee?) 

86RM: Melbourne 

87RM: Melbourne 

88RM: Melbourne 

89RM: Melbourne 

90RM: Ballarat North 
Workshops 

91RM: Crib Point (for 
Frankston) 

92RM: Spare power unit 
(Newport Workshops) 

SOMT: Bendigo North 
Workshops 


SIMT: Melbourne 

52MT: Linton (for Ballarat) 

S53MT: Bendigo North 
Workshops 

54MT: Ballarat Loco Depot 

5SMT: Clunes (for 
Maryborough) 

S6MT: Melbourne 

S7MT: Melbourne 

58MT: Healesville (for 
Lilydale) 

S9MT: Bendigo North 
Workshops 

60MT: Melbourne 

61MT: Melbourne 

62MT: Bendigo North 
Workshops 

63MT: Clunes (for 
Maryborough) 

64MT: Frankston (for Crib 
Point or Mornington) 


Services to be run by railcars based at Melbourne 
included Bacchus Marsh, Leongatha, Donald, Seymour, 
Werribee, Daylesford and Kyneton, requiring a total of 


nine railcars. 


For some reason the 153 based at Benalla (for Yarra- 


Scheduled for 102 hp: 
Morwell - Mirboo North 
Ararat - Hamilton 
Swan Hill - Piangil 
Castlemaine - Maryborough 
Benalla - Yarrawonga 
Ballarat - Ararat. 
Scheduled for 153 hp: 
Traralgon - Maffra 
Ballarat - Linton 
Echuca - Balranald 
Ararat - Hamilton 
Frankston - Stony Point 
Ballarat - Ballan 
Bendigo - Deniliquin 
Echuca - Kyabram 
Scheduled for 280 hp: 
Ararat - Portland 
Melbourne - Werribee 
Melbourne - Leongatha 
Melbourne - Daylesford 


Nyora - Wonthaggi 
Horsham - Goroke 
Kerang - Koondrook 
Ouyen - Pinaroo 
Numurkah - Cobram 


Lilydale - Healesville 
Melbourne - Seymour 
Dimboola - Serviceton 
Bendigo - Cohuna 
Wallan - Heathcote 
Lilydale - Warburton 
Melbourne - Mansfield 


Melbourne - Woomelang 
Geelong - Ballarat 
Melbourne - Wonthaggi 


NB: Some of these services required two railcars. 
The lists above give a reasonably comprehensive list of 


regular Walker services, and good availability was obvious- 
ly expected at this time; however, fifteen years later times 
had changed. Only a year before mass withdrawals and 
scrappings of Walkers began, railcar and trailer locations 


were as follows (as at 24.3.76): 


1RM: Scrapped 

2RM: Swan Hill (for 
Piangil) 

3RM: Bendigo North 
Workshops 

4RM: Melbourne 

SRM: Scrapped 

6RM: Bendigo North 
Workshops 

7RM: Kerang (for 
Koondrook) 

8RM: Bendigo (spare) 

ORM: Bendigo (burnt out, 
awaiting scrapping) 

10RM: Melbourne 

11RM: Maryborough (for 
Castlemaine) 

12RM: Scrapped 

13RM: Newport Workshops 

20RM: Ararat (repairs) 
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21RM: Newport Workshops 

22RM: Spare power unit 
(Newport Workshops) 

23RM: Healesville (for 
Lilydale) 

24RM: Serviceton (for 
Horsham) 

25RM: Scrapped 

26RM: Melbourne 

27RM: Mornington (for 
Frankston) 

28RM: Maffra (for 
Traralgon) 

29RM: Melbourne 

30RM: Wonthaggi (for 
Nyora) 

31RM: Ballarat (for Linton) 

32RM: Ballarat (for 
Maryborough) 

33RM: Ararat (repairs) 


wonga) is not on the list, presumably being under repair at 
another location. At this date the Walker fleet was still 
largely intact, 28 years on, however a number of 102s were 
out of use, due to the abolition of services on such lines as 
the Heathcote, Goroke, Pinaroo, Balranald and Warbur- 
ton. 

One service of interest at this time was the Ballarat - 
Maryborough. At Clunes on the Down two trailers would 
be attached and on the Up, in the afternoon, they would be 
detached here, the trailers being provided for school chil- 
dren attending Maryborough High School. The Echuca - 
Kyabram school train, which was discontinued by 1976, 
was normally a 153 and three trailers. 


29RM sits in the sun at Warburton as it waits to head back to 
Lilydale 18.5.63. (Barry Eadie) 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: 29RM pauses at Miram as it runs the Serviceton - 
WES TERN WALKERS Horsham service on 1.7.78. (E J Gunning) 


Below: 33RM at Ballarat Loco when the Walkers were a 
common sight around the area. 7.1.78. (Neville Saxby) 
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SUBURBAN 
WALKERS 


Above: A 280 hp set on the 12.50 pm Down Seymour | 
at Kensington on Sat.27.9.78. B78-T350 are waitin 
with the 12.40 pm Down Seymour goods. (John Dare 


Opposite: 31RM leaves Healesville while K184 sits in 
the siding waiting its turn in the platform. 1.1.77. 
(Royce Jowett) 


Below: 3RM on the Mornington and 84RM on the 


Stony Foint at Frankston at 9.00 am on Tues.8.6.76. 
(B J Webber) 
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WITHDRAWALS 


On 15.10.70, 35RM and carbody No.224 were scrapped 
at Newport Workshops, this being the first Walker to be 
scrapped. A few intermittent scrappings occurred up to 


1977, by which time 1, 5, 9, 12, 35 and 35RM had all been 


scrapped. In 1976 Government policy decreed that all Vic- 


 torian branch line passenger services would be withdrawn, 


and replaced by buses, thus spelling the end for the 


- Walkers. During 1977 overhauls and major repairs to 102s 
ceased, the same applying to 153s and 280s after April 


1978. 4RM, the last 102 hp, was withdrawn in December, 
1978. (4RM had at some stage of its life been fitted with a 
more powerful General Motors engine, and this unit was 
permitted to run at 50 mph instead of the usual 45 mph. 
More information on this replacement of the engine would 
be welcomed). 

Withdrawals were rapid, and by mid-1979 only 22, 24, 
29, 31, 32, 82, 85, 89, 90 and 91RM together with various 
trailers survived. Shortly afterwards, 29, 31 and 89RM 
succumbed, with 24 and 90RM lasting until the end of the 
year, when both were cannibalised to keep 22, 32, 82, 85 
and 91RM serviceabke. 

85 and 91RM were the next to go. 85RM, which had a 
collapsed bearing on the axle drive of the No.2 engine, was 
to have been repaired. and ran on one engine to Ballarat 
North Workshops. However, body condition was then 


_ decreed to be too poor, so it ran back to Newport, where it 


has been stored ever since. Finally, on 17.9.80, after 
running the 8.00 am Woodend and return, 82RM was the 
last 280 to be withdrawn: gone were the luxurious compet- 
itors to road and air travel described in the 1950 Argus! 

Meanwhile, 22 and 32RM, plus 56 and 64MT, were still 
running. 32RM had an amazingly smokey exhaust (and 
engine compartment) and was withdrawn in November 
1980 for a much needed engine overhaul. Work com- 
menced at South Dynon, but was never completed. At this 
time there was a critical railcar shortage. 

Meanwhile 22RM and 64MT just kept on keeping on. 
Providing an amazingly reliable service, 22, usually with 
the trailer, ran the 9.11 am Leongatha and return almost 
every weekday in the last few months of its life. After hav- 
ing run those 156 miles up 1 in 40 grades, it would some- 
times run one or two returns to Sunbury! On Saturdays 22 
would run one leg of the Werribee shuttle, while less 
frequent visits were made to Bacchus Marsh and Seymour. 


“The beginning of the end”. 
A 153 hp car on fire in the 
engineroom at Newport on 
20.1.79. (Graham Cornish) 
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THE END 

22RMs Gardner engine did not falter, and it was finally 
gearbox trouble that forced the end of 33 years of Walkers 
running revenue services on the VR. After 22RM and 
64MT returned from Leongatha on Ist April, 1981, both 
were withdrawn. 


THE SITUATION AT 25.8.81 

7RM: Owned by/for Castlemaine & Maldon Railway; in 
poor condition at Steamrail Depot, Newport. 

22RM: In ARHS Museum, North Williamstown. 

24RM: Stored minus engine, awaiting scrapping — 

Newport Workshops. 
32RM: In car sheds, Ballarat, en route to Victor Harbour, 

SA, for use on a preserved line with 91RM and 56MT. 
82RM: Stored Wodonga, for use on Tallangatta line by 

historical society. 
85RM: Stored Newport Workshops for ARHS Museum. 
91RM: With 32RM for Victor Harbour. 
56MT: With 32RM for Victor Harbour. 
58MT: Stored with 24RM. One coupler bashed in. 
59MT: Stored with 85RM. Was to have been for museum. 

Badly vandalised. 
64MT: Stored with 24RM. One coupler bashed in. 

Supposed to be for museum in place of SOMT. 

Also there are supposed to be at least two Walker pass. 
bodies (ex 29 and 31RM and possibly others) being used 
as sheds somewhere in the country — more details 
welcome. 


WALKERS OVERSEAS 


Apart from the Walkers here in Victoria, they also ran 
overseas. At August 1950 the list read as follows: Tas- 
mania: 1; Eire and North Ireland: 17; Peru: 12; Brazil: 4. 
Two of those operating in Eire on 3ft 6in gauge have since 
transferred to the Isle of Man Railway, where they are still 
in existence. The situation in the other locations is not 
known. 


REFERENCE SOURCES 


VR_ Newsletters, Divisional Diaries, Newsrail, General 
Appendix, WTTs, Power Parade, personal observation, 
research and others. 
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Traffic 


GENERAL 


Services improving: VicRail claims the overall perfor- 
mance of the suburban train passenger system has 
improved by about 25 per cent this year. VicRail says the 
number of public complaints about the service has also 
dropped by 40 per cent. It attributes the improved per- 
formance to a concentrated drive by senior VicRail chiefs 
to upgrade train maintenance, re-timetable some services 
to ease congestion at Flinders St station and better manage- 
ment and organising of train crews. The number of trains 
arriving at Flinders St. three or more minutes late has been 
cut by up to 120 a month, compared with last year. (Herald) 


Rail freight rise: Most freight rates within Victoria 
increased by an average 19 per cent from 12.10.81. Wagon 
loads of bulk fertiliser and unseasoned hardwood will rise 
by an average 20 per cent and rates for loads of solid fuel, 
including briquettes, will increase by 15 per cent. Livestock 
traffic of 20 train loads or more will go up 15 per cent, 
while for casual wagon loads a surcharge of 50 per cent will 
apply. All other wagon loads of freight have had their rates 
increased by 25 per cent. (Herald) 


Line closures: Royal Park - Fitzroy goods line closed to all 
traffic as from Sat.1.8. Baxter - Mornington line closed to 
all traffic as from Mon.15.6 and the railmotor service was 
officially replaced by a bus, although this had occured sev- 
eral weeks earlier following the failure of the railmotor. 
Hastings - Stony Point - Crib Point Naval Base line was 
closed to all traffic as from Mon.22.6 and the railmotor ser- 
vice was officially replaced by a bus, although this had 
occured about 2 weeks earlier following the failure of the 
railmotor. (DAJ) 


Interurban upgrade: VicRail management wants to spend 
$6 million in refurbishing some suburban blue Harris 
trains and other rollingstock to replace most of its country 
railmotor fleet, which is up to 50 years old. If the manage- 
ment proposal is accepted, the first of the new carriages 
and locomotives are expected to go into service by late 
next year. The move, part of VicRail’s plans to improve 
country passenger services, includes the rebuilding of four 
Tulloch railmotors and their trailers, which were intro- 
duced in the early 1970s. The programme also involves the 
rebuilding of six 800 horsepower T class locomotives, now 
general purpose, to haul the Harris carriage. (Age, 14.10) 
Webb Dock costs: The Australian National Line would be 
prepared to pay some of the costs of a rail link to Webb 
Dock, an inquiry was told yesterday. The company’s direc- 
tor of operations, Mr T H Bryans, said in a written submis- 
sion to the inquiry into land transport to Webb Dock that 
ANL would pay for a rail spur from the boundary of its 
leased property. One of the main proposals put to the 
inquiry has been a rail line to link Webb Dock with the 
Melbourne freight yards. (Sun) 

VicRail’s new train delay team: VicRail has launched a 
special operation to deal with disruptions to the suburban 
train network. The program has been officially code-named 
‘‘Operation T.E.R.I."’ — Transportation Emergency 
Resource and Information project. Dozens of volunteer 
railway staff have agreed to take part in the operation. The 
operation was originally launched on the Clifton Hill group 
of lines and is now being extended to the Burnley group, 
which includes the Lilydale, Belgrave, Alamein and Glen 
Waverley lines. Members of the task force swing into 
action whenever emergency bus services have to be used 


Centre Pages: Double-headed 280s and a trailer (left) 
departing old Spencer St station (note overhead wires) 
for Geelong while two other sets wait their next turn of 
duty. 4.9.50. (VR: M4641) 
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because of train breakdowns and cancellations. Their role 
is to tell commuters what has happened, guide them to the 
substitute service and generally try to minimise the disrup- 
tion and pacify angry passengers. (Herald, 15.10) 


Save Collingwood station plea fails: Collingwood council 
and local residents have lost their fight to save the 80-year- 
old Collingwood railway station from demolition. The State 
Minister for Transport, Mr Maclellan, said that the rest of 
the station building would be demolished. The Victorian- 
styled verandah has already gone. Mr Maclellan said that 
he had received a report from VicRail which said that the 
station platform and building were unsafe. (Age) 


Vandals worry VicRail: VicRail may scrap some late night 
train services if vandals continue their rampages on late- 
night trains. The chairman of VicRail, Mr Alan Reiher, 
said cutbacks could be made to protect VicRail staff and 
the public. Suburban train crews have said they will refuse 
to drive late night services beyond manned stations with 
hooligan passengers aboard. The violence has continued 
despite a blitz on vandalism and gang fights by teams of 
railway investigators and police. VicRail will be able to 
close two-thirds of the carriages on some late night services 
when new and rebuilt trains begin operating next year. 
(Herald) 


Rent a car services: Concurrent with the new passenger 
services and computerised seat bookings, VicRail have 
introduced a further convenience for the travelling public 
in the form of rent-a-cars being made available at a num- 
ber of country stations. An agreement has been entered 
into with Avis and Hertz to supply car rental services at 
Ballarat, Mildura, Geelong, Portland, Bendigo, Sheppar- 
ton, Albury Wodonga, Moe, Morwell, Traralgon and Sale. 
Passengers will simply ask the booking officer when 
obtaining their rail ticket to make arrangements for a suit- 
able rent a car to be available at the destination upon train 
arrival. (PR) 


Last Altona shuttle: With the introduction of the new pas- 
senger services on 4.10 the 2 carriage Altona shuttle was 
no longer continued. Its last run was on the 3.10, being the 
8.16 pm from Newport, at Altona 8.27-49 pm and arriving 
back at Newport at 9.00 pm, running empty back to Joli- 
mont yards at 9.02 pm. The rest of the trips for the night 
were run by buses, from North Williamstown. The end of 
the M-D Tait set also ended some unique running on the 
Williamstown line and into Newport workshops. It ran the 
only express service on the Williamstown line, and 5.23 pm 
Up to Newport. It also did a morning trip to Williamstown 
Pier and into Newport shops. Buses run the Altona service 
now, except for peak hours when there are 4 Down and 4 
Up in the morning peak, and 5 Down and 5 Up during the 
evening peak. The former Tait shuttle set had become a 
familiar sight in the Newport area in its many years of run- 
ning and will be missed by all who have ridden it. (WH) 


Greaser on the move: The overhead greaser, 446M, was 
noted in the west on 9.10. It arrived Williamstown at 12.43 
pm between 2 Tait M cars. Here it greased the overhead 
around to Williamstown Pier and in 1, 2 and 3 roads and 
related crossovers before departing at 2.07 pm. For most 
of the time the greaser was at Williamstown so was the Y 
class pilot doing the yard shunt. This meant that at times 3 
trains were at Williamstown at once, not very common. 
After leaving Williamstown the greaser reversed at New- 
port and ran to Altona, having a free passage as there are 
no off-peak trains to Altona. After leaving Altona the 
greaser is believed to have also visited Paisley sidings. It 
was seen returning to Newport at about 3.30 pm. (WH, 
AT) 


Free Sunday Christmas travel: Sunday travel on Mel- 
bourne’s public transport will be free for nine weeks of the 
Christmas holiday period. The Premier, Mr Thompson, 


NEWSRAIL 


| called a news conference beneath the clocks at Flinders St 

| station to announce the scheme, which will cost $500,000 

in lost revenue. Mr Thompson said the scheme was 

designed to boost the dwindling numbers on the city’s 

_ train, tram and bus services. The free Sunday travel will 
apply to all trains, trams and buses in the metropolitan 
area. It will start on December 6 and cover four Sundays in 
December and five in January. (Age, 19.10) 


Centenary celebrations with steam: In connection with 
centenary celebrations on 31.10 at Puckle St, Moonee 
Ponds the local Apex Clubs organised special steam train 
_ trips between Spencer St, Melbourne and Moonee Ponds. 
The four return workings of the train were hauled by 
K190. (SC) 


VicRail’s Catering Service: VicRail is building a $400,000 

_ Central Catering Complex in Spencer St. The complex, to 
take the place of the present Lost Property Office (which 
has been moved to Spotswood), will give VicRail the 
means of providing the sort of on-train catering service 
that passengers require. It will open in May next year. By 
December, 1983, all InterCity trains will provide take-away 
food and drink facilities. (RB) 


Tourist railways go ahead: The State Government has 
cleared the way for $3 million worth of VicRail’s dilap- 
idated system to be handed over to railway enthusiasts for 
use as tourist trains. Old red carriages, including the 
infamous ‘‘red rattlers’’, some nearly 70-years-old, will be 
available for use by community groups as tourist railways 
on sections of disused country tracks. The Minister for 
Transport, Mr Maclellan, said the Tourist Railway Bill 
before Parliament would provide the necessary legislative 
framework for more tourist railways to be set up, using the 
successful Puffing Billy attraction in the Dandenongs as a 
model. (Age) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 

South Geelong sightings: The following trains were 

recorded through South Geelong on 5.10. 

3.40 am: Down Warrnambool goods T357, Y133, X38 
banker. 

3.45 am: X38 (Up) — light engine. 

| 4.45 am: B67 Down empty cars — 4 car set. 

5.05 am: X36 Down cement train to Waurn Ponds. 

| 5.15 am: B67, 9CW, 25AE, 26BE, 81BW. Note van at 

| front. Last car has flashing red marker lamps. 

| $.25 am: X38, 2BE, 4BZ, Mini Buffet, SAZ, 1OCE Down 

empty cars. This car set forms the 7.50 am Albury train 

then the 5.40 pm Swan Hill = 1030 km per day. 


6.20 am: X42, SCW, 28AE, 45BE, 42BW Up pass.: Rear 
marker lamps wired onto under frame of 42BW. 
| 6.27 am: B64, B80, 27 VBPY, 4BN, 5BN, 6ACN, IBN, 


2BN, 3ACN — entire train in new orange and silver 
colour scheme. This car set of 2 will on arrival at Spencer 
St be split, one to form the 8.25 Horsham pass. It will 
return to Melbourne at 6.45 pm and run to Geelong. 

| 6.32am: X36 Up light engine ex cement works. 

| 7.05 am: B79, 19BE, 66BW, 16AS, 9CE down pass. This 

train (8207) originates from Melbourne at 5.48. Turns 

around at South Geelong. Once back in Melbourne at 

| 8.49 it forms the 9.25 Warrnambool and passes through 

Geelong again at 10.22. Once back in Melbourne at 5.05 

it does two more return and one single trip to Geelong. 

| 7.32 am: X36, 79BW, SOBE, 5AS, 30CE Down empty cars. 

9.05 am: B62, 20CE, 12AS, 52BE, 75BW Up Warrnambool 

| pass. 

9.07 am: X42, 42BW, 45BE, 28AE, 5CW Down South 
Geelong pass. ex Melbourne 8 am (8219). 

9.50-55 am: 4 x track maintenance vehicles in tandem to 

South Geelong. 

10.31 am: B79, 19BE, 66BW, 

nambool pass. 

2.05 pm: X36, 75BW, 52BE, 12AS, 20CE Down Warrnam- 
bool pass. Not many on it. 10 minutes late. 


16AS, 9CE Down Warr- 


DECEMBER 1981 


3.58 pm: 
pass. 
4.05 pm: 
4.43 pm: 
5.22 pm: 
6.10 pm: 
25AE, 
6.37 pm: 
7.35 pm: 


B79, 9CE, 16AS, 66BW, 19BE Up Warrnambool 


B62, 79BW, SOBE, SAS, 30CE Down pass. 

B78, 38BE, 25BE, 8AS, 35CE Down pass. 

B71, 8BW, 54BE, 18BE, 38AE, 16CE Down pass. 
B67, 37BW, 2BE, 23AE, 6CV, 81BW, 26BE, 
9CW Down pass. 

X42, 42BW, 45BE, 283AE, S5CW Down pass. 
B85, and 4 cars Down pass. 

8.19 pm: B64 and ‘N’ cars, Down pass. 

9.00 pm: B63 Down Pass. (NH) 


Adelaide Jet at Geelong: On 26.10, an Up Adelaide Jet was 
seen running via North Geelong with 58 vehicles and 
hauled by C507 and C508. (PR) 


Werribee locals run by bus: Because of Way and Works 
occupation on the East line between Laverton and Werri- 
bee on 28.10 and 29.10 the usual local rail service operated 
by a DERM was replaced by a bus. (SC) 


SEC tour to Warrnambool: The State Electricity Commis- 
sioners of Victoria organised a special train to Warrnam- 
bool on 27.10. The train was hauled by a T class with cars, 
Norman, VAM, and Goulburn. The train left Spencer St at 
1.55 pm on 27.10 arriving Warrnambool at 8.15 pm with an 
extended stop over at Geelong. The return working was on 
29.10 with a night stop over at Colac, returning to Spencer 
St at 3.30 pm on 30.10. (CV) 


Busy Newport: On two days recently Newport has become 
a little busier than normal. On Mon.19.10 in the middle of 
the evening peak X52 and S300 arrived at 5.37 pm with a 
40 wagon Up goods, and departed at 5.41 to Tottenham 
yards. At about 6.15 pm 3 T class ran through, light engine 
to Dynon, and at 6.27 pm C506-S312 passed through on 
the way to Tottenham yards with 42 wagons, with a length 
of nearly 100 vehicles. This Jet was crossed by orange B64 
and the second N carriage set. 

The second day, Wed.21.10, saw a busy time during the 
mid-afternoon. X41 and T371 passed through at 2.55 pm, 
light to Paisley to run the oil train. At 3.10 pm a T 
followed, again light loco. At 3.15 pm C510 went into E 
siding with the 1.00 pm steel train, to be run through by a 
pass. A few minutes later an X and S arrived on a long Up 
Jet and continued on to Tottenham yards. About 5 min- 
utes later $312 arrived on an Up goods. All in all a busy 
time. (WH) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 

Stawell sightings: The following trains were observed 

passing through Stawell. 

5.10: $306, S312, T406, T359 Down goods 18=40 vehicles. 

8.10: T378, ¥Y146, Y141 Up goods 26=43 vehicles. 

10.10: S313, Y141, Y122 Down goods 22=44 vehicles. 

13.10: T407, Y141, Y146 Up goods 17=34 vehicles. 

14.10: B73, T339, T337 Up goods 35=45 vehicles. 

22.10: T356, Y150, Y141 Up goods 21 =42 vehicles. T352, 

T347, T406 Up goods 54=63 vehicles. 

24.10: X52, S300, C510 Up Jet 35=95 vehicles. 

27.10: T378, T352, T347 Up goods 56=62 vehicles. T365, 

T361, Y146 Up goods 35=48 vehicles. 

28.10: T329, T339, Y146 Up goods 26=52 vehicles. T404, 
T335, T330 Up goods 63=70 vehicles. (PM) 


Balmoral line: VicRail will let tenders for removal of rail 
and sleepers along the closed Balmoral railway. Deputy 
chairman Mr Ian Hodges told Arapiles Shire represent- 
atives that municipalities would have first option on the 
land. Municipalities and adjoining landowners would be 
able to lease the land, but VicRail would retain ownership. 
Mr Hodges said government policy might change in future 
and the land be needed again. (Wimmera Mail Times) 


Empty stock train: On 9.10, C503 and T377 ran a Down 
goods through Stawell composed entirely of AN empty 
bogie stock wagons. The length of the train was 50 vehi- 
cles. (PM) 
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The fireman walks across to change the staff at Rochester on 31.5.81 while B68 runs a 
chartered accountants’ special. The consist was 4PCO, 1AJ, Club car No.2, 3AZ and 8CE. 


(L Sutton) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Swan Hill resident reports on new pass. services: With 
the new passenger services introduced on 4.10.81 a reader at 
Swan Hill has submitted an interesting report of the events that 
occurred at Swan Hill following the introduction of the new 
Services. 


VicRail staff at Swan Hill were somewhat disappointed in 
the fact that the consist of their first train of the new 
service was to be made up of non airconditioned wooden 
cars instead of the usual Sunday consist of AZ, BZ, and a 
couple of red cars. However it was realised that, with the 
major reorganisation of consists for Mon.5.10 it was not 
possible to provide other cars. As the 4.30 departure time 
approached severe congestion occurred at the booking 
office and three staff were required instead of the one 
rostered, the additional two just happened to visit that 
station to see how the booking system was operating and 
soon found themselves very much involved. 

Earlier in the weekend X35, CE, AS, MBS, BZ and BE 
(non airconditioned) had been brought to Swan Hill by a 
Bendigo crew who returned to that city by hire car. This 


formed the 6.40 Up on Mon.5.10 which got away on time 


without problems at the booking office. There was a prob- 
lem for two intending passengers who arrived at the station 
just as the train disappeared round the bend near the Folk 
Museum. Monday evening’s down train was 50 minutes 
late leaving Bendigo and lost a further three minutes to 
Swan Hill. 

Although the computer gives the consist as AZ, MBS, 
BZ and BE, for the first fortnight an AS car has been used 
on several trains, this has caused seat allotment problems, 


this also occurred when an MBS with different seat num-_ 
bers was used. Engines used on the service have been X35, | 


37 and 44, B77, 73, 74, 61 & B64 in its new livery which 
ran the Down on the 15th and the Up on 16.10. 

There was considerable interest displayed in the 6 N 
class cars when they arrived on Sun.11.10 behind double 
headed B class. Several townspeople came to the station to 
see over the cars. Most of the comments were favourable. 


One area of concern was the lack of blinds on the windows | 


as it was quite hot in the cars not shaded by the station 


verandah. The air conditioning was not operating during | 


the trains two hour lay over at Swan Hill, residents of 


B64 rolls into Shepparton platform to run the Up afternoon service to Melbourne on 


Sun.26.9.81. (F Sutton) 


northern Victoria are only too well aware that unshaded 
| windows greatly reduce the effectiveness of aircondition- 
ers. Some considered the toilets rather cramped. The 
carpeting and seat covers were favourably received, and 
alighting passengers said they found the cars rode well and 
the seating, particularly the first class was comfortable. 

The Down arrival at Swan Hill has been usually 15-20 
minutes late and the first on time arrival was on Sat.17.10 
behind X44. 

Red carding of passenger cars has, in the past, been 
unusual at Swan Hill. However on 16th the red BE had to 
be removed because of a defect, fortunately a BW was 
available, this car left Swan Hill behind the van on an Up 
goods the same day. Over the weekend of the 17th October 
it was necessary to leave a CE and BE in Swan Hill for 
minor repairs, these cars left on the Up goods on the 20th. 
It is felt that the cause of this is the fact that the vehicles 
are nearly always on the move and the main examination 
can only take place where trains stay overnight. 

On 20.10 no MBS was available, the reason given was 
that the car was delayed on its daytime run and was not 
back in Melbourne. Staff set up in a compartment of the 
substitute car and attempted to provide a service for 
passengers. It is also suggested that one car involved in the 
fire on the Gippsiander is out of service along with one of 
the Mini Buffets which has a failed generator. 

Public reaction to the service has however been favour- 
able and, despite the fare increase, passenger numbers are 
not down, staff suspect that any patronage lost through the 
fare increase has been made up by others who find the 

service convenient, particularly the concession day return, 
which, staff feel is not being given enough publicity. Fur- 
ther, despite the so far usual late arrival of the Down train, 
it is providing an hours less travelling time than the prev- 
ious evening service. (AF) 


More special trains: The Bendigo line continues to be 
popular line for special trains and the following recorded 
movements took place during October and November. 


1. A special train hauled by a T class with BCPL11, AW, 2 
BW, and CW ran to Woodend and return on 16.10 on 
behalf of Kambrook Electrics. 


2. The Real Estate and Valuers Congress organised a 
special train to Bendigo and return on 21.10. The train 
consisted of Yarra, and 6 AW cars hauled by K190. 


3. The RACV ran a Special train to Gisborne and return on 
23.10 hauled by a T class. 


4. The Glenhuntly Amateur Athletic Club organised a 
special train to Woodend and return on 2.11. The train 
was hauled by a T class with 2 BWs and a CV van. 


5. Radio station 92.3 EON FM ran a special train to 
Woodend on 2.11. The train was hauled by a T class 
with 2 BWs and BCPLI11 


VicRail package tour: VicRail’s package tour No.10 ran to 
Echuca and return on 18.10 hauled by a X class with cars, 
CE, BZ, BZ, MRS, AZ. (TP) 

Bendigo rail land for lease: Bendigo railway land could 
become available for commercial development. The Vic- 
torian Railways board has agreed in principle to the release 
of 6% acres of the Bendigo station area for commercial 
development. This was in line with the board’s policy of 
divesting itself of land considered unnecessary for the 
future operations of VicRail. Proposals to relocate the 
goods shed and some shunting areas had been examined 
by VicRail personnel and it had been agreed that use of 
block trains, particularly for grain, had meant less need for 
extensive sidings. (Bendigo Advertiser) 

Tender for sleepers: Tenders, returnable to the District 
Engineer, Railway Station, Bendigo, 3550, not later than 


X31 climbs the summit of Heathcote Junction with a standard gauge Broadford Loop - Donnybrook Loop ballast 
train on Wed.7.11.79. X31 was transferred to broad gauge after running from Albury on Sun.15.11.81 and went 
to Bendigo for overhaul. Returned to service on 9.12.81. (John Dare) 


Wednesday, 11th November, 1981, are invited for the 
clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to be removed 
from the ‘‘up’ railway track between Woodend and 
Clarkefield Station, approximately 17 miles. (Bendigo 
Advertiser) 


Echuca line to stay open: The Minister of Transport 
recently gave an assurance to people at Echuca that VicRail 
had no intention of closing the line between Bendigo and 
Echuca. There had been rumors in the area that the line 
was to be closed because the rail bridge across the Cam- 
paspe River at Rochester was in need of major repairs. 
(Riverine Herald) 


Echuca report: 

19.10: Y157, 169 and 152 in yard. 

20.10: T405 and Y159 in yard at 12.30 pm. 

23.10: T404, Y159 hauled an Up goods at 5.15 pm included 

in the consist was 35 containers. 

26.10: Y167 stabled in yard. 

27.10: Y167 arrived on Up goods at 4.30 pm with 37 GH 

agons, 9VHWAs and a ZF van. 

28.10: Y167 pilot and Y160 and Y166 arrived on Up goods 

at 4.30 pm. All three locos departed for Bendigo at 5 pm. 

29.10: Y166 and 167 in yard at 5 pm and departed on Up 
goods with 24GH, 4 VOWA, 5M, 1U, IT, 1VOBX, 

SVLCX and 20 containers. 

31.10: Loco X44 in yard at 8 am. Y168 left on Up goods at 

1S am. 

2.11: Y168 and 166 in yard at 5.15 pm. 

3.11: Y168 pilot. T346 and X46 arrived on Down goods at 
5.15 pm. 

4.11: Y157 with 18 containers and 19 GH wagons arrived at 
4.15 pm on Down goods. GH604 and GH625 in consist. 

5.11: Y157, 43GH, 6VHWA and ZF van arrived as Down 
goods at 4.40 pm. Y164 and 168 in yard. 

7.11: Y164 and 157 in yard. (FS) 


= 
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ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Heavy task for Y class: On 23.9, Y139 was seen struggling 
up the standard gauge flyover at Jacana hauling 37 bogie 
vehicles including five brakevans placed throughout the 
train. (GF) 
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No news for Mansfield Tourist Railway: Mansfield Apex 
Club has received no notification as yet from the Minister 
for Transport, Mr Maclellan about their proposal for a 
tourist railway from Mansfield to Bonnie Doon. The club 
sent in an application in July to use the VicRail line follow- 
ing an advertisement from the minister inviting organis- 
ations interested in running tourist railways on closed 
VicRail lines to forward submissions. (Mansfield Courier) 


Mpyrtleford sightings: The following movements occurred 
on the Bright line on the dates shown. 

29.9: T367 ran return trip to Myrtleford. 

5.10: T331 ran return trip to Myrtleford. 

6.10: T320 ran return trip to Myrtleford. 

13.10: T333 ran return trip to Bright. 

20.10: 1352 ran return trip to Myrtleford. (IM) 


ORBOST LINE & BRANCHES 


Warragul report: The freight centre at Warragul is under 
threat of closure with reduced business being evident since | 
deregulation of road transport. Warragul Rail Union 
members and Shire Councils are still fighting a rear guard 
action to prevent the closure of Warragul as a crew depot. 
The shire has supplied figures to VicRail which they claim 
proves that it is cheaper to continue crewing from Warra- 
gul. In the first week or so of the new country passenger 
services almost all Down passenger trains were significantly 
late by the time they reached Warragul. Lateness of 30 
minutes to 45 minutes was quite common. However by 
24.10 the apparent bugs in the new system seemed fewer as 
punctual time keeping had returned. (CR) 


Special excursion to Traralgon: The Cement and Con- 
crete Association organised a special tour between Geelong 
and Traralgon on 13.10. The Association used normal 
Overland cars, AJ, Club Car and PCO power van as their 
consist. The special cars were attached to normal workings 
from Geelong and to the Gippslander to and from Traral- 
gon. (PR) 


New trains to Pakenham: A new 6 carriage Comeng sub- 
urban train ran special trips between Flinders St, Dan- 
denong and Pakenham on 22.10. (CC) 


Traralgon pass. with T class: On 24.10, the 5.40 pm 
Down Traralgon passenger train was hauled by T1395 and 
410. (IT) 


Special train to Warragul: On 24.10, a special train hauled 
by a T class loco ran to Warragul and return with cars, 
BCPL 11 (Dance car), BW, BPL, BCPL. (AD) 


Increase in car parking: VicRail has decided to extend car 
parking facilities at Narre Warren station to hold 100 cars. 
The decision follows representations on the matter by Ber- 
wick Council. The secretary of the railways says there is 
sufficient land available for further expansion when the 
need arises. VicRail is also keeping under review the prov- 
ision of sufficient parking at Berwick station where there is 
ample land for future development when required. (Paken- 
ham Gazette) 


YARRAM LINE & BRANCHES 


Cranbourne service ends: The railmotor service between 
Dandenong - Cranbourne - Lang Lang was withdrawn 
from Sat.3.10, and replaced by a private bus contract. The 
railmotor service had been operating on a 3 month trial 
basis since June when the rail passenger service to Leon- 
gatha and Yarram was replaced by bus. (DAJ) 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


NEWSRAIL 


Works 


GENERAL 


Serviceton line upgrade: VicRail hopes to begin work soon 
on signal and communications equipment for the main rail- 
way through the Wimmera. It has called tenders for build- 
ings to house the equipment at railway crossing loops at 
Great Western, Deep Lead, Dimboola, Kaniva and 
Lubeck. The work is part of a $22 million program to 
upgrade the Melbourne - Serviceton line. Stage one was 
power signalling between Murtoa and Dimboola. Stage two 
was work between Ararat and Murtoa and stage three from 
Dimboola to Serviceton. (Wimmera Mail Times) 


Deep Lead loop: The new Deep Lead crossing loop on the 
main Serviceton line is located between Deep Lead and 
Glenorchy close to the Stawell to Glenorchy road. It is 
situated on the Down side of the existing main line and at 
the present time only the points have been installed. The 


6A beside the temporary 
platform at Belgrave as 
major rebuilding of the 
whole station area takes 
place. Sat.19.9.81. (Ken 
Williams) 


Another view of the area to 
show the amount of earth to 
be removed to level the 
station area. Rail has now 
been laid on the lower level 
and services are run from 
there. (Ken Williams) 
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rail is in the new heavy steel and is secured by Pandrol 
clips. (PM) 


Dandenong Creek bridge: With the final completion of the 
second half of the new bridge over the Dandenong Creek 
just near the Dandenong station work has now commenced 
on dismantling the remaining timber sections. The timber 
decking had been removed by the 21.10. (RAH) 


New loop line at Portland: Earthworks have been com- 
pleted for a loop siding between the Exchange sidings and 
the Sorting sidings at Portland. The Up end set of points 
are assembled and materials on site for the Down end 
points. A quantity of rail was also on site. The loop appears 
to be about 750 metres long. Cape Nelson Road is being 
diverted on to a temporary level-crossing a few metres on 
the Up side of the existing level-crossing to permit con- 
struction of an overpass along the present road alignment. 
(WDSRS) 


Rollingstock 


GENERAL 


Foreign locos to Melbourne: It is strongly rumoured that 
through running of diesel locos will finally become a reality 
in Jan.1982. The most interesting changes should occurr to 
workings on the standard gauge line. In a test run conduc- 
ted on the 26.10, NSW loco number 42214 hauled the 
Southern Aurora straight through to Spencer St arriving 
even a few minutes before the advertised. The same loco 
returned the Southern Aurora to Sydney the same even- 
ing. A 421 class unit is presently being used as a crew train- 
ing engine at Wodonga, so we could expect to see units of 
the 422 class, 42 class and 421 class running direct through 
to Melbourne in the not too distant future. In another 
move that will assist through running of locos, AN GM 
class units will also start reappearing on the standard gauge. 
In fact the first of three units arrived on 30.10 when GM31 
was seen hauling a 34 vehicle freight at Jacana. It appears 
likely that the VicRail fleet of SG will return to broad 
gauge working and the SG will be run by AN’s GM units 
and NSW 422, 421 and 42 class locos. The next few 
months should prove very interesting for train watchers. 
Loco 42214 returned to Melbourne in early November for 
crew training at South Dynon. The loco was seen working 
the Southern Aurora on 17.11. (PR, KH, GF, MD) 


KMQ wagons: Some further KMQ conversion details are 
available as follows: (all conversions done at Ballarat 
North). 

MQ210 — 13.2.8] ex U1289 

MQ215 — 12.2.8] ex U1442 

MQ220 — 20.2.81 ex U825 

MQ225 — 25.2.81 ex U962* 

MQ228 — 2.81 ex U960** 

MQ231 — 2.81 ex U978 

MQ233 — 3.3.81 ex U784 

MQ234 — 4.3.81 ex U851 

MQ236 — 3.81 ex U743 

MQ242 — 3.81 ex U1226 

MQ243 — 6.3.81 ex U1357 

MQ255 — 31.3.81 carries tag 439 (late T?) 

MQ256 — 3.81 ex U1345 or 1346. 

MQ274 — 4.81 ex U881 

MQ279 — 16.4.8] ex U (No. unknown) 


*The roller bearing axles under U962 have been 
replaced by plain bearing 10 x 5 STD axles. 
**“Roller bearings’’ stencilled on wagon springs. 
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Wagons pending conversion: to KMQ noted stored as 

follows: U828 noted at Wallan 10.10.80, was again noted at 

Wallan 9.10.81. (see also Newsrail, May 1981, p.108. On 

10.8.81, 14 U wagons were noted stored at Goornong 

pending conversion to KMQ. The U numbers and stencil- 

ling details are as follows: 

(a) Hold convert to KMQ wagons: U888. 

(b) Hold convert to KMQ wagons conversion KMQ: 
U744, 1271, 1354. 

(c) Hold for conversion to KMQ: U1149, 1284, 1291, 
1305, 1384, fitted with roller bearing axles, 1401. 

(d) Conversion KMQ: U816, 860, 1344, 1456. 

U1435 also stored at Goornong 10.8.81, is not stencilled 

for KMQ conversion. (DMG) 


Newport Workshops transfer train: On 16.9, the Jolimont 
to Newport Workshops transfer train hauled by E1109 had 
stripped Tait cars, 254T, 412M, 236D, 283M, 329M, 310M, 
235D and 427T in tow. Car, T427 had only recently been 
repainted. These cars were subsequently moved to Spots- 
wood reclamation depot. (AC) 


Depot visits: Ararat on 18.10: Locos, C507, B81, T1347, 
367, 370, 377, 378, 388, 389, 491, 406, 408, W260, 263, 
X46, Y122, 141, 146. 25.10: Locos, S307, T326, 329, 347, 
352, 361, 365, 371, 400, W260, 263, X35, Y125, 126. (PM) 
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A TAIT REVIEW: 


With the introduction of the new Comeng suburban car 
sets and the upgrading of the Harris car fleet, time is fast 
running out for the unpopular workhorse, the Tait car. The 
Tait trains have served Melbourne commuters well for 
over half a century and a review of the remaining fleet 
seems appropriate. The list has been compiled by two of 
our readers and is accurage as far as possible up to 
19.10.81. 

VicRail currently have 289 Tait cars on register compris- 
ing 22 D cars, 36 G cars, 148 M cars, and 83 T cars. The 
cars are formed into 7 and 6 car sets mainly with the odd 3 
car and 2 car set being recorded. | 
1. 7 car sets: The following is a complete list of the cur-| 
rent 7 car sets, with the first 4 cars forming the block with 
the last 3 cars the units. The first mentioned motor car) 
represents the West end of the train. 
241M-91G-237T-259M-93G-409T-240M. 
242M-294T-62G-498M-341T-394T-247M. 
243M-415T-253T-275M-84G-214D-256M. 
246M-418T-100G-288M-230D-431T-265M. 
250M-246T-385T-485M-225D-97G-266M. 
261M-327T-212T-262M-2G-37G-285M. 
270M-428T-204D-293M-401T-216D-292M. 
278M-220T-249T-399M -6G-417T-294M. 
279M-232T-380T-244M-424T-429T-296M. 
280M-440T-48G-291M-210D-204T-297M. 
287M-290T-18G-264M-75G-298T-387M. 
362M-243D-257D-448M-226T-85G-423M. 
403M-439T-249D-255M-338T-92G-431M. 
405M-414T-235T-455M-222D-46G-432M. 
414M-407T-239T-499M -382T-28G-451M. 
427M-403T-426T-257M-76G-203T-460M. 
434M-254D-35G-282M-36G-307T-469M. 
435M-241T-381T-416M-81G-343T-478M. 
443M-63G-260D-449M-262D-326T-480M. 
453M-213T-398T-457M-229D-248T-486M. 
454M-405T-245D-392M-435T-433T-490M. 

The above cars represent a total of 21, 7 car sets (147 cars). 


2. 6 car sets: The following table represents the formation 
of 6 car sets in the make up of cars M-IT-M-M-T-M, with 
the first car forming the west end motor. 

248M -346T-290M-425M-47G-438M. 

249M -383T-492M-433M-437T-479M. 
253M-61G-488M-436M-103G-439M. 
254M-30G-411M-450M-228T-229M. 
258M-32G-273M-467M-208T-466M. 
263M-334T-272M-474M-441T-464M. 
271M-421T-276M-476M-222T-298M. 
286M-344T-252M-482M-293T-481M. 
366M-225T-475M-494M -64G-495M. 
373M-94G-300M-381M-315T-367M. 

Total 10 sets for 60 cars. 


3. Three car sets: The services run on the St Kilda and 
Port Melbourne lines are operated by three car sets com- 
prised of: 

274M-218T-491M. 

383M-4G-239M. 

Total 2 sets for 6 cars. 


4. Two car sets: 
be ae 470M-253D, 471M-241D, 472M-248D, 473M- 
65D. 


5. Overhead greasing train: 

461M, Overhead car (ex 447M) - 456M. 

The summary represents a total of 228 cars in ready made 
sets available for use, leaving 61 cars spare, being painted 
repaired or scrapped. 


6. List of Tait cars: The following is a list of all Tait cars 
still on the rails, showing whether in service or not and if 
in service in which type of set and facing which direction. 
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The following symbols have been used to highlight a fact. E = facing 
east in a block, W = Facing west in a block, Unit = located in a unit, 
3E = facing east in a 3 car set, 3W = facing west in a 3 car set, 3 car = 
located in a 3 car set, S = in a Port Melbourne or St Kilda 3 car set. R 
= radio test unit, Paint = being painted at Bendigo (Motors) or 


Ballarat (Trailers). 


‘D cars: 

202 2 car E 

204 Block W 

210 Unit W 

(214 Unit W 

216 Unit W 

222 Unit W 

225 Unit W 

(229 Unit W 

230 Unit W 

235 Scrap W 

236 Scrap W 

(2412CarE 

243 Block E 

245 Block W 

248 2 Car E 

249 Block W 

253 2 carE 

(254 Block E 

257 Block E — fitted 
with 60 watt 
globes. 

260 Block W 

(262 Unit W 

(265 2 Car E 

Total 22 cars. 

Gears: 

(2 Unit 

15 Spare 

18 Block 

28 Unit 

30, 3 car (60 watt 

globes) 

+323 car 

35 Block 

36 Unit 

37 Unit 

46 Unit 

47 3 car 

48 Block 

51 Scrap 

56 Spare 

61 3 car 

62 Block 

63 Block 

64 3 car 

66 Scrap 

75 Unit 

76 Unit 

78 Scrap, off reg. 

81 Unit 

84, 85 Unit 

89 Paint. 

91 Block 

92, 93 Unit 

94 3 car 

97 Unit 

98 Spare 

100 Block 
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201BT, stored off register at Newport Workshops. 


102 Paint 
103 3 car. 


M cars: former 
number shown in 
brackets. 

238 Spare 

239 3 car S 

240 Unit 

241 W 

242 the second car 
scrap (201) 

242 the third W 
(304) 


243 W (202) 
244 E (203) 
245 Repairs 
246W (204) 
247 Unit 

248 3W 

249 3W (205) 
250 W (206) 
251 Spare 

252 3E (207) 
253 3W 

254 3W (209) 
255E 

256 Unit (210) 
257E 

258 3 W (211) 
259 E (212) 
260 Spare 

262 E 

263 3 W (213) 
264 E (305) 
265 Unit 

266 Unit 

267 Paint 

268 Paint (216) 
269 Spare (217) 
270 W 

271 3W 

272 3E 

274 3E 

274 3 WSR 
275E 

276M 3E 

277 Spare (223) 
278 W 

279 W 

280 W (224) 
281 Paint (227) 
282 E 

283 Off reg. Scrap 
284 Repair 

285 Unit (228) 
286 3W 

287 W 

288 E (229) 
289 Spare 

290 3E (232) 


291 E (301) 

292 Unit 

293 E (233) 

294 Unit (235) 

295 Repair 

296 Unit (236) 

297 Unit (306) 

298 3E 

299 3E (361) 

300 3E (309 

310 Scrap 

329 Scrap 

346 Off reg. Scrap 

362 W 

364 Repair 

366 3W 

367 3E 

3733 W 

380 Repair 

381 3W 

383 3WS 

384 Repair 

387 Unit 

388 Spare 

392 E 

399 E 

400 Scrap 

403 W 

405 W 

407 Scrap 

408 Spare 

411 3E 

412 Off reg. Scrap 

414 W 

416E 

417 Repair 

423 Unit 

425 3W 

427 W 

431 Unit 

432 Unit 

433 3W 

434 W 

435 W 

436 3W 

438 3E fluorescent 
light 

4393E 

443 W 

445 Repair (376) 

446 3WS 

448 E 

449 E fluorescent 
light 

450 3 W (374) 

451 Unit 

452 Spare 

453 W 

454 W 

455E 


456 Overhead train 

457 E (372) 

4583ES 

459 Repair 

460 Unit 

461 Overhead train 

464 3E 

465 Repair (313) 

466 3E (336) 

467 3W (351) 

468 2 car W (350) 

469 Unit (327) 

470 2 car W (300) 
double ended 

47] 2 car W (398) 
double ended 

472 2 car W (244) 
double ended 

473 2 car W (397) 
double ended 

474 3 W (308) 

475 3 E (312) 

476 3 W (325) 

477 Paint (316) 

478 Unit (320) 

479 3 E (347) 

480 Unit (356) 

481 3 E (360) 

482 3 W (354) 

483 Spare (321) 

484 Spare (359) 

485 E (349) 

486 Unit (317) 

487 Repair at 
Bendigo (328) 

488 3E (365) 

489 Spare (386) 

490 Unit (343) 

491 3ES (363) 

492 3E (340) 

493 scrap (379) 

494 3W (375) 

495 3E (318) 

496 Scrap (353) 

497 Scrap (352) 

498 E (382) 

499 E (314) 

T cars: 

203 Unit 

204 Unit 

205 Spare 

208 3 car 

212 Block 

213 Block 

218 3 car S 

220 Block 

222 3 car 

224 Spare 

225 3 car 

226 Unit 

228 3 car 

230 Spare 

232 Block 

235 Block 

236 Spare 

237 Block 

239 Block 


241 Block 
246 Block 
248 Unit 
249 Block 
251 Spare 
253 Block 
254 Scrap 
290 Block 
292 Spare 
293 3 car 
294 Block 
298 Unit 
301 Spare 
302 Spare 
306 Spare 
307 Unit 
315 3 car 
326 Unit 
327 Block 
334 3 car 
338 Unit 
341 Unit 
343 Unit 
344 3 car 
346 3 car 
350 Off reg. Stored 
last ringer trailer 
380 Block wired for 
60 watt globes 
381 Block 
382 Unit 
383 3 car 
385 Block 
389 Repair 
394 Unit 
396 Repair 
398 Block 
401 Unit 
403 Block 
405 Block 
406 Paint 
407 Block 
409 Unit 
414 Block 
415 Block 
417 Unit 
418 Block 
419 Spare 
421 3 car 
423 Spare 
424 Unit 
425 Spare 
426 Block 
427 Scrap 
428 Block 
429 Unit 
430 Paint 
431 Unit 
433 Unit 
435 Unit 
436 Spare 
437 3 Car 
438 3 carS 
439 Block 
440 Block 
44] 3 car 
442 Paint 
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Overall summary: 


Class On rails On reg. 

BT 0 l 
D 22 22 
G 36 37 
M 148 154 
T 83 84 

289 298 

Scrappings: 


235, 236D: (Spotswood rec. depot). 

51G: Collision damage. 66G (Spotswood rec. depot). 

78G: Collision damage. (Newport workshops). 

242 (2nd): Collision damage. (Newport workshops). 

283, 310, 329, 346, 407, 412, 496: Collision damage, 
497M (Spotswood rec. depot). 

400, 493: (Jolimont workshops). 

254T, 427T: (Spotswood rec. depot). 

Seven car sets: These are normally used on the Epping - 

Hurstbridge lines. Of the 21 sets made up, 19 are required 

for weekday use. Any spare sets may be used on any of the 

Alamein, Ringwood, Altona, Williamstown, Broadmead- 

ows or St Albans lines in the peak hours. (No Tait trains 

are allowed in the City Loop). On Saturdays the Units are 

normally separated from the blocks and four car trains run. 

Services on the Epping - Hurstbridge lines are normally 

100% Tait. When the Epping - Hurstbridge lines are 

connected to the City Loop in early 1982 all Tait trains on 


these lines will be transferred, it is anticipated to the 
Western lines. 


Six car sets: These are normally used on the Sandringham 
line. At off peak times they are usually split to form two 
three car sets. Spare sets may be used at peak periods on 
other lines including the Epping - Hurstbridge lines. Three, 
3 car sets are available for the shuttles to St Kilda and Port 
Melbourne. Sandringham will probably be the last line with 
Tait trains. 

Two car sets: One is used on the Eltham - Hurstbridge 
shuttle on weeknights and weekends. On Saturday and 
Sunday it is split down to a one car. Two are used on the 
Camberwell - Alamein shuttle on Saturdays and one car on 
Sundays. As from 4.10 Altona shuttle discontinued. In 
peak hours three of these sets may join together to form a 
6 car set which may be used on the Alamein, Ringwood, 
Epping, Hurstbridge lines, but normally not any other 
routes. Use of Tait cars to Ringwood, and the Western 
suburbs is now very infrequent. (MLW, PWB) 


Upgraded Harris cars: VicRail plans to refurbish its blue 
Harris suburban trains to bring them to the standard of the 
new silver trains. This will involve the replacement of most 
of the carriage interiors and the installation of air-condition- 
ing. automatic doors will be provided and the trains may 
also be painted silver. The Minister for Transport, Mr Mac- 
lellan, disclosed the plan on 15.10.81. He confirmed a report 
that some of the blue carriages would be converted for use 
on country lines. (Age) 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Derailment at Alumatta: During shunting operations at 
Alumatta at approx. 9 am on 28.9.81, wagons GH194-131- 
169 were being pulled by Wangaratta yard pilot Y153 from 
the GEB siding towards the loop road at Alumatta when 
GH194 derailed on the V crossing of the far Melbourne 
end points in the loop. Broad gauge gangs from Benalla and 
Wodonga were summoned to Alumatta to assist in rerail- 
ing GH194, which was completed by noon on 28.9, and 
also to effect track repairs which were completed by 2.30 
pm on 28.9. (DMG) 


Gas leak closes line: The main Melbourne to Adelaide 
railway line was closed for more than eight hours on 6.10, 
after a leaking liquid petroleum gas tanker was discovered 
at Serviceton. The alert started at about 8.30 am when a 
rotor gauge was found to be leaking. It is the fourth gas 
leak at Serviceton in four years. (Wimmera Mail Times) 
Cement train derailed: On Wed.30.9, the last 3 wagons on 
No.9298 Up goods derailed near mile post 56 at 9.10 pm. 
The last 2 wagons of bulk cement from the siding at Waurn 
Ponds were derailed together with brakevan ZF43. The 
train was hauled by B81. The loco hauled the remainder of 
the train into Geelong at 10.30 pm. 

The Train of Knowledge (school train) was to proceed to 
Warrnambool the following morning but owing to the 
derailment left Geelong at 5.02 am to arrive at South 
Geelong at 5.06 where it stabled on the Queenscliff line. 
The school party did a tour of Geelong, Queenscliff and 
the The Rip instead of the Warrnambool district as 
planned. The plant train passed through South Geelong on 
its way to the derailment site at 11.15 am hauled by T394 
followed closely by the track tamper machine. The line was 
re opened in time to allow passage of the Up evening 
Warrnambool train. The Jrain of Knowledge was to leave 
South Geelong after passage of the Down Warrnambool 
train which was hauled by B74 departing South Geelong on 
time at 7.34 pm. However loco B66 which was running 
light on the Up was experiencing difficulties and was block- 


ing the section beyond South Geelong. The Train of 


Knowledge eventually departed South Geelong at 9.00 pm 
hauled by 1337. Times through to Warrnambool were 
Winchelsea, 9.54 pm, Colac 10.37 pm, Camperdown 
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11.23pm, Terang 11.45 pm and arrival at Warrnambool was 
at 12.25 am, 15 hours and 49 minutes late. (GC) 


Traralgon train delayed: On 10.10.81, the 12.30 pm Down 
Traralgon train from Flinders St was delayed at Carnegie 
when the L class loco’s cowcatcher gouged through the 
level-crossing. It was held there while repairs were made to 
the loco (with a suburban train trapped behind it). Arrival 
at Warragul was at 2.40 pm instead of the timetabled 2.14 
pm. (CR) 


Hot Harris: The 6.13 pm to Williamstown was 5 late by 
Newport on Wed.21.10 and the leading M car, 552M was 
emitting a burning smell. By North Williamstown smoke 
was coming up through the floor, and the smell of elec- 
trical parts burning was plain. Upon stopping, the driver 
inspected the car to find the resistor grids glowing red hot 
and flames licking out from under the car. A fire extin- 
guisher was considered but decided against. After a few 
minutes the grids began to cool down, and after 9 minutes 
they had cooled sufficiently to proceed, so the Harris 
departed at 6.49 and arrived Williamstown at 6.53 pm, 13 
late. A dull glow had returned to the resistor panel by this 
time. At 7.00 pm the set departed to Melbourne, 13 late. 
The set was carded for repairs when it got back to Flinders 
St. (Lucky it wasn’t a Tait, or more than smoke would 
have been seen!!) (WH) 


Another SG incident: September was a bad month for 
mishaps on the standard gauge. The 3.45 pm goods train 
from Dynon hauled by C502 with a load of 32/1525 tonnes 
caused another headache for VicRail officials when the rear 
half of the train parted company from the first half. The 
forward portion of the train came to a stop very quickly but 
the rear part was not quite so fast in coming to a stand and 
slammed heavily in to the front portion of the train. The 
incident occurred between Wallan and Broadford loops on 
26.9. The Up Daylight was terminated at Seymour and 
returned to Albury on the schedule of the Down Spirit of 
Progress. Buses brought passengers from Melbourne to 
join the Daylight. The Down Southern Aurora was held at 
Wallan loop for over 3 hours to await clearance of the 
track. (PR) - 
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Taildisc 


READERS’ QUESTIONS 


Any reader with the necessary knowledge is invited to 
submit suitable replies to any question raised. 


Turntables, triangles and depots: Can anyone supply 
information on the following: 


1. The size of the turntables presently in use. 


|2. The location of any triangles that are not now used or 
| that once existed but subsequently removed. 


3. The location of any intact roundhouse and which depots 
had them in steam days. (RPH) 


A car named Melville: When was the car Melville built, 
for what purpose was it originally intended and what was 
its subsequent history. (DSG) 


BELLARINE PENINSULA RAILWAY, 
/QUEENSCLIFF 


PBIS 454, a 4-6-0 built by Walkers in 1909 for the 
|Queensland Government Railways came out of the shed 
on the 11.10.81 as previously on the 20.9.81 while on a trip 
to Laker’s Siding the loco failed and it was found to be the 
internal steam pipe. It was repaired, and on the 11.10.81 
ran two trips to Drysdale and return. 

M6 (builders No.7429) is being overhauled and repaired 
with superheater tubes and piston rings and piston valve 
rings being replaced. It is also being repainted red and 
black. 

The former 5’ 3” pit in the old engine shed has been 
jreplaced by a 3' 6" reinforced concrete pit. Part of the iron 
|of the shed on the north side is being replaced where over 
jthe years the steam has rusted some of the iron. The 
|No.2 road was extended into the loco shed and the WA 
loco S547 pushed into the shed. (IG) 


a SOUTH WALES PUSHES AHEAD WITH 
RAIL 


| The NSW Government recently announced a new capital 
investment programme for public transport involving an 
expenditure of more than $1400 million over the next 5 
years. Within the new programme, expenditure on new 
|Warrenheip station was covered under a mantle of snow 
|when Dave Macartney rode out to photograph the district 
|after a sudden cold snap. 


equipment alone will amount to almost $900 million and 
will include: 


* 470 more double-decked carriages to complete replace- 
ment of the suburban rail fleet. 


120 more inter-urban carriages for Lithgow, Newcastle 
and Wollongong services. 


* More XPT units for country services. 
* 170 new locomotives and 3,000 freight wagons. 


* 500 new buses, and 14 new ferries for Sydney harbour 
services. 


More than $500 million has been allocated for track and 
bridge works, including electrification to Wollongong and 
Newcastle, quadruplication within the metropolitan 
system, and for signalling. The amount also includes 
further modernisation of rail, bus and ferry workshops, 
depots and staff amenities. 

Special works to improve facilities for customers of 
public transport will cost another $102 million and will 
include new and refurbished railway stations, commuter 
car parking areas and improved country and city freight 
handling facilites. (NSWSRA) 


ERRATA 


Working on the basis of not doing anything by halves, 
we managed to include not one but two errors in Jack 
McLean’s article on Gerang Gerung, on p.228 of October 
Newsrail. Firstly, we spelt Jack’s name wrong, and as if that 
were not enough, in the second last line of the piece, Leeor 
became Lalor! Our apologies Jack! 


* 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Ondit was 96 miles from Melbourne, 
being the first station out of Irrewarra on the cross country 
line to Cressy. 

This month’s question: On a railway map, certain stations 
are shown with two mileages from Melbourne, e.g. Echuca, 
155% via Bendigo, 145 via Seymour. Where would you 
have found four stations in a row with three different 
mileages from Melbourne? 


Mr A Reiher, Chairman of VicRail becomes Patron of the 
ARHS Victorian Division on 27th August, 1981. Eric Pretty, 
Immediate Past President officiates. while Eldon Hogan, 
President looks on. (Judy Gibson) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p.283. 


FOR SALE 


P.J.M. Australian Scene Kits. Loco bodies: VR X-class, $9 
each; VR C-class, $15 each; VR Y-class, $8.50 each; VR 
T-class series 1, 2, 3, $8 each. Post and packing free, mail 
order only. Contact Peter Morley, 91 Harp Rd., East Kew 
3102. Phone: 859 2106. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Diamond Valley Railway Railway (Great Little Train of 
Victoria). Very scenic, fully signalled, rollingstock based on 
protypes — 7% gauge. Sundays, public holidays and as 
arranged, 11 am - 5 pm. Lower Eltham Park, Melway ref. 
21, H10. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


DETAILS: A.R.H.S. Membership Officer 
Box 5177A, G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 89 1053 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


A > TD ES) OT) ET DD OED: 


— 

Take a well earned 
holiday on the 
new “Ghan” 


Ansett Airlines 
can make this possible. 


Visit such places as Cooper Pedy, 
Port Augusta, The Olgas, Ayers 
Rock, Alice Springs and finally an 
exciting train journey on “The 
Ghan’” to Adelaide. 

Your holiday includes: Air Travel, 
Pioneer Coach Travel, “The Ghan’” Rail 
Travel, sight-seeing and tours, twin 
share accommodation. 


FROM ONLY $789.00 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


For further details contact 


AANSETT 


AIRLINES OF AUSTRALIA 
Telephone 342 2133 


> A) TD OE PSP (SD -D-)-ED( 
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I ae = 

I YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
| 
| 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
L CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


model railway supplies, repairs, 
magazines and books. 


ARCADE SIGNAL BOX 


SHOP 8, FOLEY’S MALL 
445 SYDNEY ROAD, COBURG, VICTORIA 3058 
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t Phone: 354 8519 
J 
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TRAIN WORLD 1 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. I 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays I 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


Mail Order Lists available for 24c stamp. 
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HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
L Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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THE 
RAILFAN 


SHOP 


@ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 
@ BADGES @ RECORDS 
@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


NEW ADDRESS! 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 
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NEWSRAIL 


THE AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 


HYLANDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


BOOKSHOP Have much pleasure in announcing the 


release of their latest production 


Specialists in Railway and STEAMS 
Transport Books also... LAST DECADE 


AVIATION, SHIPPING, This is another of Keith Turton’s popular books 
and looks at Steam in Victoria from 1958 until 

MILITARY HISTORY, it was withdrawn from regular service in 1968. 

WAR GAMES 144 pages lavishly illustrated with over 140 
photographs, this book covers all districts of the 
State and shows an X class on the North-East, a J 


class on an Up Orbost goods, double-heading 
around Maryborough and much more... 


Printed on high quality matt art paper and 
380 FLINDERS STREET measuring 295 mm x 215 mm this hard-covered 


book is available at $12.75. Don’t delay, post 
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 your order today to A.R.H.S. Sales Department 


é P.O. Box 333, Box Hill, Victoria, 3128 and be 
Telephone: 62 3149 sure of getting your copy. 


HONG KONG - LONDON @ 
— BY RAIL 


Via China — Mongolia — 
Russia — Poland and 
Germany 


JOIN THE... 
EXCITING CENTRAL KINGDOM EXPRESS 
FOR A 41 DAYS OVERLAND ADVENTURE, 


MONTHLY DEPARTURES 

APRIL-OCTOBER, 1982 — $4035 
OR RIDE THE 20-DAY RED ARROW EXPRESS — 13 DEPARTURES 

APRIL-OCTOBER, 1982 — $2230 


2 COMBINED RAIL-AIR ITINERARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
17 DAY TIEN AN MEIN EXPRESS $2230 

39 DAY GOLDEN ROAD TO FAR CATHAY $3476 
OTHER RAIL JOURNEYS ARE 40 DAY CAPE COD TO CAIRO $3960 
AND 30 DAY RAJ EXPRESS — PAWALPINDI-COLOMBO $2520 


Ring now for brochures and bookings: 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


34 MAIN STREET, CROYDON, VICTORIA, 3136. PHONE (03) 725 8555 


DECEMBER 1981 307 


STEAMRAIL — BALLARAT BRANCH 


“Spirit of Ballarat” 


D? 639 
RESTORATION 
PROJECT 


This generous offer by interested citizens of Ballarat means the 78-year-old 
vintage engine, 4-6-0, D3 639 will steam again many years before it would 
otherwise have been possible. Now mid-1982 is the scheduled date. 


Since the engine, new boiler and replacement wheels were towed to Ballarat on 
August 23, great progress has been made by the local team of capable and 
enthusiastic volunteers. A mobile crane has removed the smokebox and cab 
and lifted the boiler from the frame for the first time since it was installed at VR 
Ballarat Workshops 23 years ago in 1958. Dismantling was completed with the 
lifting of the main frame from the worn wheels. The rusted ashpan was swept 
up and taken to the School of Mines for rebuilding. A thorough mechanical 
overhaul is in progress prior to fitting the new boiler (built 1946) and the wheels. 


Help bring back 639 — buy a pound of steam (or more!) 


Despite the volunteer labour involvement, considerable material costs are 
incurred in a project of this magnitude — the biggest steam loco overhaul since 
the VR ceased the practise in the mid-1960’s. Funds are urgently needed. 


Specially printed Illuminated Certificates, calendar size, (a collector's item 
themselves) will be issued to all persons who donate $25 (or multiples thereof) 
towards helping put a pound (or more) of steam back into Six—Thirty—Nine. 
YOU may care to fill the whole boiler and pop the safety valves at between 
170-185 p/p/sq. inch! All donations of $2 and over are tax deductable. 


Please send your donation direct to “Spirit of Ballarat Project’, Box 499, Ballarat, 
Victoria 3350. (Please make remittance payable to Steamrail Victoria and print 
name, address, and details legibly) Thank you! 


BE VERY PROUD TO SAY: 
“| HELPED BRING BACK SIX—THIRTY—NINE!” 


(This space donated by D. Potts) 
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